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To? 


Sir: 


INSPECTION SERVICE BRANCH 


The Honourable E.H. Gerhart, 
Attorney General, 
Department of Attorney General. 


I have the privilege and honour to submit the 
following Annual Report of the Inspection Service 
Branch, Department of the Attorney General, for 
the period from January ist, 1970, to December 
BAS. 9/0: 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
Legislative Assembly of Alberta - Alberta Legislature Library 


https://archive.org/details/ableg_33398004139720 


INSPECTION SERVICE BRANCH ORGANIZATION 
1970 


Superintendent 


Deputy Superintendent 
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North South 
Subdivision Subdivision 

BRANCHES BRANCHES 
Edmonton Brooks 
Edson Calgary 
Grande Prairie Drumheller 
Peace River Lethbridge 
ot,> raul Medicine Hat 
Vermilion Red Deer 


Westlock : Stettler 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
ANSPECTION SERVICE BRANCH 


The year 1970 proved to be very successful 
for the operation of the Inspection Service Branch 
with the enforcement of our Provincial Laws and 
Regulations; the statistics record an increase in 
detection, prosecutions and convictions with the 


Public Service Vehicles Act and Fuel Oil Tax Act. 


Considerable more time was spent on weigh 
scale operation and district patrols. Those two 
factors combined are responsible for the increase 
in apprehending violators of our Laws and the 


protection of our highways. 


During the year four (4) border entrances - 
Banff, Jasper, Lloydminster and Demmitt were manned 
for a period of time 24 hours per day. The purpose 
was to determine what vehicles were entering and 
leaving the Province with or without permits of 


all types. 


The lumber industry was also checked thoroughly 


at Rainbow and Zama City, High Prairie and other 


Northern areas. 
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‘The hand portable scales were used 
extensively in the rural areas and proved to 


be most valuable. 


Distribution of man-hours at work 


District Paevols 
Scales 

School Buses 
Office 


Magistrate's Court 


Office 
2h.349% 


ll 
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II 


65,448 
19,915 
5,202 
29,849 
25173 


122,587 


Patrols 
53 389% 


Scales 
16.24% 


53 389% 
16.24% 
24% 
21,.349% 
1.7% 


99.918% 
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DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT 


The programme of weigh scale site develop- 
ment throughout the Province has been extended 


by the Department of Highways & Transport. 


The electronic scales at Ardrossan and Leduc 
were opened and certified for use in June of 1970. 
Both sites have had a considerable number of mal- 
functions resulting in "lost" man-hours at the 


scale sites. 
Balzac, the third electronic scale site, 


certified for use by the Federal Scale Inspectors 
has not yet been in operation. It should be in 


operation by the end of January 1971. 


Two more large scale sites were commenced; 
Hinton to control East traffic and Acheson corner 
to control West bound Grariic, 

Two other none sites, smaller in design were 


also commenced =— Whitecourt and Radway. 


All four sites are expected to be in operation 


imMoLhe Fal. of L971. 
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The following scales were out of operation 


because they were closed for major repairs. 


Red Deer - month of February 
Nisku =| month’ of April 
Coutts - month of May 


Grande Prairie = month of October: 


Although some scales were closed because 


of repairs and mal-functions, considerable more 


time was worked at the scale sites. 


1969 


ll 


17,244 man-hours, 


1970 


HT 


19,915 man-hours. 
This depicts an increase of 15.4% more 


time spent on duty at the scale sites. 


During the year a case was dismissed on 
the grounds that the scale, although certified 
on a certain date, need not have been correct 
on a date after the certification. This case 
is being appealed, but the implications are 
tremendous. Attention has been brought to 
certain legislation that Manitoba has enacted 
to prevent such decisions being given in court. 
Perhaps consideration should be given to have 
this type of legislation contained in the Public 


Service Vehicles Act. 
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District Patrols A greater percentage 


of time was spent on district patrol and in 


conjunction with these patrols the hand portable 


scales were used in many areas. 


Il 


1969 55,289 man-hours on patrol, 
1970 = 65,448 man hours on patrol, an 


increase of 10,159 or 18.3%. 


These patrols are carried out on highways, 
sometimes in special areas and always on highways 


that are not controlled by weigh scale sites. 


These patrols are most important to make an 
attempt at controlling heavy hauling throughout 
the Province. There are specific areas where 
lumber hauling and oil field equipment is moved 
around and if it were not for the district patrols, 
the loads would far exceed any permission given 


by the Highway Traffic Board. 


Special patrols were made to Rainbow Lake, 
Zama City, High Level, Enilda and High Prairie 
during January 1970, to curb the excessive over= 


loading in these areas. 


Vehicles were checked over the portable scales 


with weights varying from 96,000 lbs. to 137,000 lbs.; 
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with overhangs of 30 to 40 feet behind the 


rear axles and little or no safety equipment. 


Chinchaga bridge in the Rainbow Lake area 
was damaged and had a movement of 8 to 12 inches 
in the main deck when a vehicle with a heavy 
load travelled over 20 miles per hour over the 


bridge. 


As a result of this patrol and meetings with 
the Highway Traffic Board later in 1970 a new 
programme and new policies were introduced for 


the lumber haulers in the North of Alberta. 


Highway Traffic Board report. 
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PORTABLE SCALE OPERATION 


tos 


ROAD BAN 
BRANCHES | OVERLOADS OVERLOADS 
PEACE RIVER 16 i ‘ 
GRANDE PRAIRIE | iG 
_ EDMONTON a6 7 
' EDSON | | 7 
RED DEER 2h, 10 
STETTLER | h 
VERMILION ° mone 
DRUMHELLER 8 
BROOKS a3 
CALGARY 3 
LETHBRIDGE - 3 
ST. PAUL Sail ik 
MEDICINE HAT is 
WESTLOCK - 
TOTAL | . 103 3 - 116 convictions 


1: 


No account was kept of the total number of 
motor vehicles weighed over the portable scales. 


Only the number of overload infractions. 
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PERMANENT WEIGH SCALE REPORT 
During the year over 2,000 more man-hours were 
spent on the scale sites weighing motor vehicles and 


other work pertaining to control of motor vehicles. 


Compared to 1969 some 5,153 more vehicles were 


weighed in 1970. 


Special scale drives were held at the following 


scales. 
FORT MacLEOD ~ Feb. lst = 4th, 1970 —- 395 checked 
2 Overloads, 5 PSV, 
Patol s a LOW. 


FORT MacLEOD - Mar. 17th = 19th, 197U ~- 275 checked 
1 Overload, 1 PSV. 


DUNMORE - Apr. 18th - 23rd, 1970 - 436 checked 
1 Overload, 10 PSV. 
DUNMORE - Nov. 21st = 26th, 1970 - 38 checked 


3 Overloads, 9 PSV, 
Zenit. 
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Highway Traffic Board 
Salles During 1970 the border entrance points at 


Coutts, Banff, Jasper, Lloydminster and Demmitt 
were manned and particular attention given to all 


types of permits and operating authorities. 


_The surveillance at Coutts presented no problem 


because the facilities at the scale site were used. 


For Banff, Jasper, Lloydminster and Demmitt 
we were loaned trailers and lighting equipment from 


the Department of Highways & Transport. 


As a result of this application many violators 
were stopped at the border before they could travel 


very far over our highways. 


Seep Trip permits, load permits, overdimensional 
permits and fuel trip permits were issued as a 
result of this work at the border points. The 
permits were obtained from the local issuer and 
vehicles were not allowed to proceed until such 


permits were obtained. 


Sey Other infractions were revealed pertaining to 


wrong registration and licensing of vehicles, 
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incorrect licensing of drivers and cargoes 


carried that were not the operating authority. 


During November of 1970, the new policy of 
the Highway Traffic Board was introduced about 
"inter-lining", with the result that there will 
be a substantial decrease of violations of 


operating authorities. 


During the year 1967/68 - 34,511 permits 
were issued. 13,109 of these were Overload permits. 


Total value for Overload permits was $438,177. 


During the year 1968/69 - 31,707 permits 


Total value for Overload permits was $519,667. 


During the year 1969/70 - 33,224 permits 
were issued. 19,504 of these were Overload permits. 


Total value for Overload permits was $646,615. 


The Highway Traffic Board work to the fiscal 
year, therefore each period is for 12 months but 
it does not coincide with the calendar year of the 


Inspection Service Branch. 
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Since 1968 there has been an increase 
of 4.8% in the permits issued and this has 


meant an increase of $208,438. 


Part of the increase can be attributed 
to the closer surveillance of the rural areas 
where movement of heavy construction and oil 


rig moves have taken place. 


These permits are a valuable source of 
revenue to the Highway Traffic Board and Govern- 
ment. Much more control could be used to enforce 
the permit purchasing but it reverts back to the 


number of men on staff establishment. 


One point is becoming very prevelant; 
many truck haulers will "under=purchase" the 
permit required for the ene Cree This 
is particularly so amongst oil field haulers 
where the weights of rigs, draw bridges, sub-= 
structures are known and yet not declared. The 
same applies to movement of some heavy construction 


equipment I.E. crawlers, cats, etc. 


When the scales are opened at Banff (Canmore ) 
and Jasper (Hinton) consideration should be given 
for issuance of permits, including Fuel Oil Permits. 
Considerable revenue is "lost" because of in- 


adequate service at some border entrances. 
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Thirteen (13) convictions were recorded 
for offences revealed with the hand portable 
scales on roads that the Highway Traffic Board 


had "banned" to a weight percentage. 


Some consideration should be given to 
new regulations pertaining to convictions when 
a road is under a "Road Ban Order". At the 
present time fines are being recorded of $5.00 


to $25.00 for overloads up to 29,000 lbs. 


During a road ban order, the roads are 
considered to be not capable of carrying more 
than a certain weight designated by the Highway 
ffic Board. Yet if the same overload was 
caught on a highway capable of carrying certain 
weights the fines start at $30.00 for the first 


1,000 lbs. of an overload. 


The fine should be a strong deterent and 
as in the Public Service Vehicles Act, mandatory 
and not placed with the court for consideration. 
The engineers know that the roads cannot carry more 
than a certain weight, that is the reason for the 


road ban; the Magistrate does not always know how 
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important these road bans are, perhaps that 


is the reason for the low fines. 


It is suggested that new regulations be 


designed to cover this anomoly. 


During the month of May 1970, a special 
meeting was called between Highway Traffic Board, 
Forestry Department, Alberta Lumber Association, 
Highway engineers and the Inspection Service 


Branch. 


As a result of this meeting a committe 
was formed and a system was planned to control 
routes over which lumber could be hauled, and 
permits for truckers and timber leaseholders 
to be issued after acceptance by the engineers 


and Highway Traffic Board. 


An educational programme was undertaken 
by the Inspection Service Branch and Inspector 
Ferguson of Edmonton arranged a series of meet- 
ings between timber quota permit holders, truck= 
contractors and members of the Inspection Service 
Branch. 

From October 8th to December 16th, 1970, 
some seventeen (17) educational programmes were 


attended by Mr. Ferguson. 
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School Bus Report 


id yt This report will cover statistics for the 


school year from September lst, 1969 to June 


BO0UCn,..1970. 
lives Number of buses operated daily 3,599 
Number of students daily 106,419 


Number of miles travelled per day 192,001 


The decrease in mileage is basically because 


‘of large school bus units. 


LOE Ie Accidents involving school buses 88 
Number of injured children ibe, 
In 49 accidents the school bus driver was 
at fault, or responsible to some degree for the 
accident. In 39 other cases, the operator of the 
other vehicle was at fault. 
13 accidents were on Primary Highways, 
36 accidents were on Rural Highways, 
39 accidents were within Urban Areas. 
SP oT. 
hele Damage to school buses estimated at , $22,050. 


Damage to other vehicles estimated at $36,581. 
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One fatality occurred as a result of a 
vehicle failing to stop for.a school bus when 
it was stationary. The flashing lights were 
working on the school bus, however, at the time 
there was a severe snow storm and it was alleged 


the lights were obscured. 


A child crossing the highway from the bus, 
going toward home, was hit and killed by the 
vehicle which had failed to stop for the school 
bus. 


No charges were laid. 


Seminars 


There were 11 Seminars held in the Province 
to assist school bus drivers and owners in the 


safer operation of school buses. 


To assist in Seminar instructions, members of 
this Branch have taken a number of 35mm slides which 
pertain to School Bus equipment and operation, to 
indicate the "Do's and Dontts" relative to the school 
bus industry. This library of films will be in- 
creased and a duplicate set supplied to the Calgary 
Sub=Division, for use at Seminars in the South of 


the Province. 
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Our members contributed 5,202 hours in the 
inspection and checking of school buses, Bus 


Driver Seminars, and the investigation of complaints. 


The School Bus Transportation System continued 
to increase in mileage and passengers carried. The 
bus owners have co-operated in every way with our 
Branch, and continue to up-date the buses to ensure 


as safe a system of transportation as possible. 


School Bus distributors have also assisted 
by incorporating safety features which have been 


recommended by this Branch. 
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ae Vehicle Branch 

The practice of operating a Public 
Service Vehicle on our highways with one (1) 
registration license plate still continues and 
it is extremely difficult to prove in court 
that two (2) vehicles are operating on one 
registration. Both vehicles have to be found 


"operating" at the same time. 


“ Seéetion L2G) gives provision to issue 
one (1) plate for each Public Service Vehicle. 
It is earnestly recommended that this be im- 
plemented to assist with this type of enforce- 


ment. 


Some thought should be given to the 
revenue that is lost through the mal-practice 


of some operators. 
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DEPARTMENT OF PROVINCIAL SECRETARY 


deeb The Inspection Service Branch enforces the 
following legislation; 
Fuel Oil Tax Act and Regulations pertaining 
thereto, and the policies of the Department 
responsible for the legislation is also 


closely followed. 


te2% Only one(1) concentrated check throughout the 
Province was made in 1970, although more attention 
was given to this problem through extra time 


spent on district patrols. 


“Total vehicles checked in Cities Total infractions 
Sy ohk oe 
Total vehicles checked rurally Total infractions 
Pid, 68 
Teas Total number of infractions for 1970 = 1,010. 


This figure shows an increase of 320 more 
violations revealed than in 1969, an increase of 


6.307%. 


Ry Ae The fuel oil tax assessment officers carried 
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out We ae ati one upon certain individuals 
because of convictions registered by the 
Inspection Service Branch.and as a result 
they received $17,106.00 because of unpaid 


tax on "marked fuel" used illegally. 


During the course of 1970, inspectors 
of this Branch were requested to make special 


journeys to "dye" or "mark" fuel. 


Fifty-five (55) such dye installations 


were carried out throughout the Province. 


- The purpose of "marking" fuel after it has 


left the refinery or producing plants is 
because of contamination or errors by the 


refinery in shipment. 
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STATISTICAL RETURN 


January lst, 1970 to December 3ist, 1970 
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Public Service Vehicles MVAC 


PSV = = Motor Vehicle Accident Claims 
HT = Highway Traffic LCA = Liquor Control Act 

FOT = Fuel Oil Tax CC = Criminal Code 

LDA = Lord's Day Act FOL = Fuel Oil Licensing 
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CONCLUSION 


A greater effort was made to control the movement 
of motor vehicles over our highways within the legal 
limitations. by district patrols and duties on scale 


sites. 


The biggest improvement is illustrated around 
Rocky Mountain area; here the hand portable scales 


were used extensively. 


The sale of permits, and this includes overloads, 
over-dimensional and fuel permits constitutes a large 
sum of revenue. Hven though there were a large number 
purchased, there is still room for improvement over the 


"use of" such permits. 


Many trucking firms "under purchase" the true value 
of the permit; unless they are stopped on the highway 
or on the scales, the journey is completed with a permit 
far below the revenue value that should have been paid 


to the Government. 


For those carriers who do not purchase a permit it 


means a double penalty to the Government. 
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1. The Government has lost revenue. 
2. The Provincial bridges and roadways are 


damaged by the excess weight. 


There are certain areas where very little enforce- 
ment is carried out because of Seer ance and also lack 
of personnel. 

Whitecourt, Fox Creek, High Level, Slave Lake, 

Grand Cache, Zama City, Lac La Bich and North West 


Territory border. 


Teams of men are sent to these areas whenever possible, 
but it means that some work at other areas must be allowed 
to wait, or in many instances just cannot be completed as 


it should be. 


With the 1971 opening of at least three (3) more 
scale sites, some work areas will definitely be under 


worked because of the lack of personnel. 


The Inspection Service Branch is not a revenue seeking 
agency, but there is no reason why it's work could not be 
aligned to this direction with the adoption of some new 


policies. 
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The highways must be controlled, otherwise 
Ae overloading destroys the roadbed. The 
trucks are already taxed by license, stricter control 
would men better service to the public, fair competition 
amongst the truckers and more important, give a constant 


revenue to the Government. 


This branch has produced more revenue by it's 
enforcement work, than what the total cost for the 
operation of the combined salaries and expenses of the 


staff was in 1970. 
Better control would be available with more per- 


sonnel on the staff. 


During 1971 when the extra scales are opened, the 


present staff will be extended so far that I am of the 


opinion our enforcement will depreciate. There are simply 


too many areas to cover for a good control to-be exercised. 


I wish to express my appreciation to all my staff 
members for the excellent manner whereby they executed their 


duties during the past year. 


I would also like to place on record my appreciation 


and thanks to all other Departmental Authorities that it 


Lorrie sul ‘ibook hea a 
———- hah ee rireh 


gl aS suneveg tran bootiore set agasa’ amr |. a 
vite, 1a? ienhe Tero wae Lace saws Wig Hevamairsot tes : 4 ry 


it to gpenaye uae agivalne Gainkdimes 864) 4 maltiege 
Ie! at eee Tiats: 


sei lit dis ckstiail 4s den laa Sauane | a 
Sur “Miate oot ge Enema ae; 


Ad hina ers asifoe endo at sacle 9s web hi , 
aut} Yo up: Be Sactd oa 2 innate 90. kw di Thabane | 
ee ee ee ee 
ee ni a «1 oni ama | 


? 


‘tad gy ehe ow, nt Sn a . 
oid ped agate Wetit aie aes te we | 


has been my pleasure to work with during the past 
year. Particularly V. McCune, Chief Engineer; 
D. Kuchinski, Planning Engineer and 0. Griggs, Secretary 


of the Highway Traffic Board. 


I have the honour to be 
le a 


Your obedient servant 


be barry eK 


C. Denys Cook, Superintendent, 
Inspection Service Branch. 
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